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PINEYWOODS POOPSHEET is a publication of

PINEYWOODS DETACHMEN T 1189 MARINE CORPS LEAGUE .
All rights reserved.
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First Place, National Newsletter Competition 2009,
Class | (Platoon size - up to 50 members).

Submission deadline is the 15th of the month during: February (Winter), May (Spring)
August (Summer), and November (Fall) and may be mailed, phonednailed to:

P. O.Box 633781

Nacogdoches,Texas 75963-3781
Phone: 936-559-5571 Email: Jarhead@PineywoodsMarines.org
Editor: Rich Barnhart
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The Detachment also maintains a website &tvw.PineywoodsMarines.org . If you see pictures on the
website or in the newsletter and you would like to have a copy, we will send you the originals upon re
Detachment members receive free email or CD delivery. For-4bmtachment members, donations are
happily accepted.

[uest.

On the Horizon

SgtMaj Sommers, 11th SgtMaj of the Marine Corps , will be the guest speaker at thg
Detachmentds 5th Annual Marine Corps Birthday
United States Marine Corps, and the Ball will be held on November 7th, 2009 at the Hotel Fredonia.
Cocktails will begin at 6 p.m. and the ceremony will begin at 7 p.m. The cost is $25 per person and D¢
ment Commandant Dan Singletary is asking for members and guests to buy tickets in advance to helj
for the meal and to help control costs. The Birthday Ball is the single biggest event for our Detachmen
year. Please watch the Detachment website for updates.

B a

btach-
D US ple
t all

Another major event isThe Pineywoods Fair , which will be held at the Nacogdoches Expo Center

from Wednesday the 7th through Sunday the 11th of October, 2009. This will be our third year mannit
booth at the fair, and we need everyone to pitch in and work a few hours to make this a success, as w

ng a
e are

required to man the booth whenever the fair is open. We will be selling raffle tickets for a rifle or shotg
a fund raiser (we will
draw for the winner af
the Ball) and we will 8 5 28 L) &8 AGUE _
be promoting the : B (= R LA
Detachment and the 4
Marine Corps League
This is our biggest
fundraiser and helps
pay for the Ball in
November. Please
watch the Detach-

ment Website for the : - - : .
work schedule. Above left , Detachment Marine Corps Birthday Ba&lhove right , Pineywoods Fair.
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Chapl al n 0.Suen O

The Pineywoods Detachment | ost a great man
USMC Retired passed away on May 2, 2009.

For those who did not know Jim, he was a charter member of the Pineywoods detacheaneventy

Pi neywoods Detachmentds Marine Corps Birthday
medal around his neck. He calmly infor med me
known as the Pear| Har bor Commemor ati ve Medal

Marines in Vietham. He was also a charter
member of the Pineywoods detachment.

Hemphill, Texas and were the closest of
friends.

Within a few wee
this spring, Tony passed away as well.

Please join me in offering sincere cc
dolences to the families of these two fine
men.
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Al | pictures on this page are from t he PiAlboeey Tooyo d s
Alexanderbelow left , SgtMaj Coylehelow right , SgtMaj Coyle speaks to a guest.

year USMC retiree, a Pearl Harbor survivor, and a kind and gentle man. | met SgtMaj Coyle one year

Tony Alexander and Jim Coyle both lived in
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talk at the Ball that year, Jim grabbed me by the arm and pulled me across the ball room to meet his good
friend Tony. Tony Alexander was a U.S. Navy
veteran and served as a Navy Corpsman with
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VFW LABOR DAY FUNDRAISER

Take a break on Labor Day, Monday, September 7, 2009 from 11 &
to 4 p.m. to support our local War Veterans. Come out and have a fun day
and support a local fundraiser!

Veterands of Foreign Wars Memo
Nacogdoches, is holding a Labor Day Cookout/Fundraiser. Events will incl
an Antique Car Show, a Motorcycl e
shot Dennis, Ken, & Don, | plan to win this one.), as well as a 42 Tournamer?

Prices for the day are: Hamburger, Chips & Drik5; 2 Hotdogs,
Chips & Drink- $5; Car and Motorcycle Show$10 entry fee for each vehicle;
42 Tournament $5 per person. All proceeds go to aid local veterans.

Please contact Post Commander Don Kirkley at (936)-6887 or Quartermaster Kenneth Rains at

(936)4623 841 f or more information. Pictures of the &€

(www.VFW3893.0rg.

You will see many of the members of the Pineywoods Detachment working that day at the VF\\/ Post
wearing their other covers, as a large number of our members (and most of our officers) are also members

of the VFW (as well as other local veterans groups). The following Detachment members have alread

volunteered to work all day on the 7th (beginning at 8 a.m.): Don Kirkley (Detachment Life Member and

y

VFW Post Commander), Kenneth Rains (Detachment Chaplain/VFW Post Quartermaster), Dennis Bradford

(Detachment SenieWice Commandant/District 2 Vice Commandant/VFW Post Judioe Commander),
and Rich Barnhart (Detachment Juniice Commandant/VFW Post Life Member).

If you are in town on Labor Day, please come out with your family and friends to have lunch at
VFW Post Home, play in the 42 Tournament, admire the Antique Cars and the Hot Bikes, and have a
time for a good cause. Hope to see you there!

Posting of U.S. Flags at Nacogdoches County Courthouse

the
good

Thanks to all who came out and helped post U.S. Flags (60 to 80 flags) on Memorial Day, Flag Day, and Jul:

4th. The VFW Post has done this for years, and the Marines are out there every time! We will also be
posting this fall on Veterans Day, November 11th, and Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, December 7

th. We

meet at 0700 to post and unfurl the flags, and again at 6 p.m. to furl and stow. We look forward to seeing
some new faces first thing in the morning!
Bottom left |, outer wall of Veterands Pl aza, in fromt ¢

Bottom right , (I-r) John Stewart, Buck Lee, Billy Ray BytRonnie Bowser, Jimmie Lee, Dan Singletary



http://www.vfw3893.org/
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Red and Gold at the Blueberry Festlval

Top Ieft Detachment Booth at the 2009 Blueberry Festivar) QIDan Singletary (Commandant), Ronnie Bowser
(member and area Toy®r-Tots coordinator), Ken Rains (Chaplain), and Will Lane (Adjutaopright , a future
Marine begins his salute to the Detachment (his dad is deployed to batipm left , Detachment member Jack
Nobl es (center) discusses current veterands issue
ches County Veterans Serwce Offlcehmttom right , A dog has the blues.
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Blueberry Festival: We had a lot of success with our booth at the Blueberry Festival on Saturday, June 13t
2009, in downtown Nacogdoches. We made a little bit of money with the GPS raffle, gave away over 80 U.S. K
we had, next time we will have to buy a gross), gave away lots of sticky candy to kids, and handed out 12 men
packets to potential new members! A few of them have already sent in their dues and applications.

All-in-all it was a very good day. Some members were on site by 0600, and many members stayed most of
all the way until we packed up our gear at 1600. Thanks to all who worked the bdBtan Singletary, Dennis Brad-
ford, Ronnie Bowser, Will Lane, Ken Raines, Rich Barnhart and Buck Lee (who sat in the shade and told Rich
A HUGE thanks goes to Detachment life member Chris Borel who made his canopy available for the event. We¢
have been some slovoasted Devil Dogs by the end of the day if we had been out in the sun. About 15:30 Satur
when it was 95 degrees in the shade, we were REALLY APPRECIATING Chris taking care of us.

There are additional pictures of our booth and the festival on the detachment website at:
www.pineywoodsmarines.org/pic09blue.htm

The young man in the top right picture walked up to the booth wearing a Marine Corps Boonie cover and sa
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the assembled Marines. His dad is a Marine currently deployed to Iraqg.
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District 2 Scoop

by District 2Vice Commandant Dennis Bradford

When | sit down to write as the Department of Texas District 2 Vice Commandant, | am always

humbled by how fortunate | am to serve the members of the wonderful detachments in this district, which

includes the great folks in Pineywoods Detachment.
The past few months have been very busy ones for me. In April, | attended a Growl in Crowley

Texas. For those who do not know, a Growl is a meeting of the Military Order of Devil Dogs, the fun and
honor society of the Marine Corps League. | am honored to be a member of Top Of Texas Dogs, Pound

268, Pack of Texas. Sounds complex, but the important thing to remember is that we do what we do,

among other reasons, to have fun. The Devil Dogs is a chance to do just that, and we generate money that

goes for a good cause. | hope that some Pineywoods Detachment members are interested in becom
Devil Dogs, too.

ng

In June, | attended the Department of Texas State Convention in Dallas. The speaker was General

James Williams, the CG of the 4th Marine Division. General Williams gave a stirring summation of th
challenges that our troops face in the Middle East. | also was reelected as District 2 Vice Command
another year.

In July, | presented awards to the members of the Texoma Detachment in Dennison. As alway

were great hosts and | cannot express the gratitude | have for the fantastic job they do representing the

Marine Corps Leaguel also attended the meeting in Texarkana of the Southern Division. Ken Watters
the Big 0D6 Detachment was t appedKenisadreatpersor and

nt for
s they
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talented and capable leader. He will do a super job when he is installed at the Nation Convention in August.

The District will hold its annual Conference in Mineola on the 19th of September. | hope we will

have a good turnout from the Pineywoods Detachment like we did last September. There is much to discuss
and training will help all who attend. There is no cost for the conference, and lunch will be provided. See

you there.
Until next time, Semper Fi! , and Gung Ho!

Other News

Honor Guard Uniform Change : This information was posted on the national Marine Corps
League website on Saturday, August 15, 2009.
National Convention (August 7, 2009) held in Rochester, MN, the KHAKI (tan) SHIRT is no longer aut
ized for wear as a part of the Marine Corps League Uniform for any purpose. The members in attend
voted overwhelmingly to remove the "Khaki" (tan) shirt as an authorized part of the Ceremonial Unifor
has not been authorized for wear with any other MCL uniform for several years. All Detachment and
Department Color Guards and Honor Guards are to suspend wearing of the Khaki Shirt and change o
the "Casual" uniform or "Undress" uniform as proscribed in National Bylaws Enclosure Three (3).

Stephen F. Austin State University New Veterans Webpage at www.sfasu.edu/admissions/
has been specifically designed to assist student veterans with getting their VA paperwork in order; ge
military transcripts; getting an official BEL4; and, getting information on the Hazelwood Act. Additional
on the webpage, the university lists the contact information for all six of the local veterans organizatio

Mineola Detachment 1278 wi | | be hosting the American
Traveling Wal {8th, 2009, ateha Mieeola GiticlCenter, Mineola, Texas. The main servi
will take place at 3 p.m. on Saturday, November 7th, 2009. That happens to be a big weekend for the
Pineywoods Detachment as well, but we encourage all our members to try and visit the display during
four days that it is open in order to show your support for our fellow MCL members.
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Sqt Billy Duke, USMC Honored

At the Pineywoods Detachment monthly meeting on June 18th, 2009, Adjutant Will Lane prese
Life Member Billy Duke with a shadow box commemorating his Marine Corps service. Contained in th
were all of Billyds World War 11 medals and r
during the 194006s. In the center of the shado
noting that Sgt Billy Duke, while assigned to F Company, 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines, 3rd Marine Divis
part of the invasion of Guam and the invasion
passed all of the World War Il items to Will, who then built the shadow box himself for his good friend

As many people in the Detachment know, Billy continued his service long after leaving the Mar
Corps. He has been active in the Veteranodos of
many years; he volunteered at bingo, dances, and other fund raisers, and he served in numerous pos
including several years as Commander. He also volunteered for many years at the Charles Wilson V4
OQutpatient Clinic in Lufkin as a member of th

Billy is present at almost every event honoring Veterans, whether it is ceremonies, parades, fu
or organizational meetings. If he can stand at a funeral, he will be there. For years he put flags out at
Nacogdoches County Courthouse on every patriotic holiday, a tradition some of us younger vets are
to carry on. He has never forgotten his fellow Veterans or his love for the Marine Corps. He became a
charter member of the Pineywoods Detachment when it was formed in February of 2005, and has ser
Judge Advocate and as Chaplain. In 2007, Billy was awarded the Distinguished Citizen Medal by the
Corps League.
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The next time you see this
spry 84yearold Marine at a
Marine Corps League or VFW
meeting, or volunteering at the
Piney Woods Fair, please shake
his hand and say,

oThanks for serving Billy . 6

Above , Bi |l |l y Duk Below, WlHand presents Billy Duke his shadow box.




