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Marine Corps Birthday Ball, November 7th

The Pineywoods Detachment held its annual Marine Corps Birthday Ball on Noverfiber
2009 at the Hotel Fredonia in Nacogdoches.The ball was attended by Marines and gue

from throughout East Texas. During the ball dinner was served and the traditional Marine
Corps Birthday ceremony was held, including posting of the colors, cutting the birthday
and presenting a piece to the Oldest Marine, the Youngest Marnetinued on Page 2)
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Pictured above left, Guest of Honor Sergeant Major David W. Sommers, 11th Sergeant Major of the Marine
Corps. Above right, Fallen Marine table.

Commandant Dan Singletary dan.singletary@co.nacogdoches.tx.us
Senior Vice Commandant Dennis Bradford padrebucky@yahoo.com

Junior Vice Commandant Rich Barnhart Jarhead@PineywoodsMarines.org

Judge Advocate Phil Devlin philip_devlin@msn.com

Adjutant/Paymaster Will Lane ww_lane@yahoo.com

Chaplain Ken Rains MCLDet1189@hotmail.com

Sergeant -at-Arms Jimmy Lee leejamf@yahoo.com

Junior Past Commandant Roger Crone rlcrone_49@juno.com
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o First Place, National Newsletter Competition 2009, e
Class | (Platoon size it up to 50 members).

Submission deadline is the 15th of the month during: February (Winter), May (Spring
August (Summer), and November (Fall) and may be mailed, phonednared to:

P.O.Box 633781

Nacogdoches,Texas 75963-3781
Phone: 936-569-8789 Email: Jarhead@PineywoodsMarines.org
Editor: Rich Barnhart
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The Detachment also maintains a website atvw.PineywoodsMarines.org . If you see pictures on the
website or in the newsletter that you would like to have a copy of, we will send you the originals upon
request. Detachment members receive free email or CD delivery service. FeDebachment members,
donations are happily accepted.

(Ball, Continued from Page 1) and the Guest of Honor.

Pineywoods Detachment and a World War Il veteran. The youngest Marine was Lance Corporal Aaron Brittain
Brittain is a Nacogdoches native who was home on leave in November and is en route to his first tour of duty ir
Afghanistan. The Guest of Honor was Sergeant Major David W. Sommers, who served a8 ®erdgdant Major of

nies he has attended in his life, and remarked that the most memorable was a small ceremony he held with the
was signed by the eauthors Roy M. Blake and Archie P. McDonald for SgtMaj Sommers.

Sommers enlisted in the Marine Corps on 25 March 1960. He served two tours in Vietnam, first in 1965 and
in 1968. He also served as a Drill Instructor at Parris Island, South Carolina; as Noncommissionediio@itange of

The ol dest Marine was Sergeant James E. O0OBucko6 Lee

(23).

the Marine Corps from 1987 to 1991. During his talk, Sommers recounted the numerous Birthday Balls and ceremo-

few

members of his Marine Infantry Squad before going on patrol in Vietham. After his speech, Sommers was presented
with a copy of the bookUncommon Valor... Common Virtue: A Tribute to Bennett P. Blake, U. S. Marinebicliwo |Jima

again

the Marine Detachment at the American Embassy
in Caracas, Venezuela; and as the first enlisted
Director of the Staff Noncommissioned Officer
Academy at the Marine Corps Combat Develop
ment Command in Quantico, Virginia. He was
selected as the 11th Sergeant Major of the Mar
Corps in 1987.

After the traditional ceremony, Pineywoods
Detachment Commandant Dan Singletary pre-
sented awards to six Pineywoods Detachment
members. See the awards on pages five throug
eight.The ceremonies were following by an eve
ning of camaraderie and dancing until late into
ni ght . Next year ds Ma
be held at the Fredonia Hotel during the evenin
of Saturday November's 2010.



http://www.pineywoodsmarines.org/

ockwise from top left, shadow boxes to be presented to Sergeants Buck Lee and Billy Duke, who
| served as Marines in the Pacific during World War 1I; Local recruiters (left - right) SSgt Nix and SSgt
Saucedo provide the Color Guard; Above: Marines and their guests enjoy the Pineywoods Detach-
ment 6s Marine Corps Birthday Ball, November 7th

Below left, Sergeant -at-Arms Jimmie Lee and his wife Pamela. Below right, MGySgt Polly Weidenkopf (USMC
Ret.) , Department of Texas Adjutant/Paymaster and husband Maj Nick Weidenkopf (USAF Ret.).
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234rd Marine Corps Birthday Ball
N
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Above left, Billy Duke holds the shadow box he received at the Ball and poses with his wife Helen
(to his left) and their family. Above right, Priscilla Precella shows off the Marine Corps blanket that
she picked out when she won a door prize. Below left, First Sergeant Chris Borel (USMC, Ret. and
Detachment Life Member) and wife Robin (left) enjoy the Ball. Below right, Department of Texas
Sergeant-at-Ar ms Ron Tomonelli and his wife attend the
Corps Birthday Ball.
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During the Marine Corps Birthday Ball on November 7th 2009, Pineywoods Detach-
ment Commandant Dan Singletary presented awards to six Detachment members.

Sergeants James
and Billy Joe Duke

Sergeants James E.
Joe Duke, both of Nacogdoches, were
presented with shadow boxes containing
United States flags which had been flown
over Marine Corps Base Camp LeJeune,
N.C. in their honor. Lee and Duke both
served in the United States Marine Corps
from 1943 until 1946, although their careers
took them in different directions. When the
Japanese Army and Navy began the invasion
of the Aleutian Island Chain in the North
Pacific, Sgt Lee was sent to the islands with
other Marines to defend against the
Japanese invasion and to repel them from
U.S. territorial soil. Sgt Duke was sent
much further south in the Pacific. He
participated in the invasion and liberation of
Guam, and having survived that, was sent
on to the invasion of Iwo Jima.

o

Above, World War Il veterans Sgt Billy Duke (center) and Sgt Buck Lee
(right) receive flags that had been flown over Marine Corps Base Camp
LeJuene in honor of their service during World War 1l in the Pacific
Theater. The flags were presented by Commandant Dan Singletary |(left)
at the Detachment Marine Corps Birthday Ball, 7 November 2009.

Ronnie Bowser

One of the most important programs of the
Marine Corps League is the annual Toys for Tots
campaign. New, unwrapped toys are collected to
provide a joyful Christmas for needy children in the
community. Money and toys donated by local
citizens remain in, and are distributed to, children
within the local area.

Usually organized through Marine Corps Reserve
units, the Marine Corps League is also there to
assist.

In Nacogdoches we do not have a nearby Marine
Reserve unit, and up until 2005 there was not a
Marine Corps League Detachment. But there was
"Toys for Tots" thanks to the efforts of Ronnie
Bowser. He is the area coordinator for Nacogdo-
ches and Angelina counties.

He personally assumed the responsibility for the
collection, documentation, and distribution, of
thousands of toys from Nacogdoches and Lufkin.

This year, as we have since our organization was
chartered, we assist Ronnie in his efforts, and he
joined the Marine Corps League as an Associate
Member. (Continued on Page 6)
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Above, Ronnie Bowser (right) accepts the Individual Meritorious
Commendation Medal for his work with Toys for Tots.
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(Ronnie Bowser, Continued from Page 5) What began modestly has now grown to include drop boxes at
more than 26 locations throughout the service area, and six scheduled fund -raiser events, which includes the
live radio drive at the Wal -Mart locations in Nacogdoches and Lufkin.

The largest annual fund -raiser, the radio drive at Wal -Mart is supported by station KICKS 105, with local
radio personalities including Danny Merrill onsite periodically throughout the event, and KICKS 105 gives
bonus points to its club members who donate toys or money. In 2008, 297 toys and $1,522 were collected.

Local service providers who benefit from Toys For Tots include Love INC, CASA, Head Start, Foster
Parent's Foundation, The Women's Shelter, The Buckner Foundation, The Boys & Girls Club,

The Salvation Army, and Angel Tree. Last year they distributed more than 6,100 new toys, and served
over 2,100 kids.

When he heard that 416 children were removed from a compound operated by West Texas cult, and that
they had no toys, Ronnie immediately contacted the appropriate state agencies and arranged to send toys
to them.

In addition to his selfless efforts on behalf of needy children, for many years, through his own generosity,
Ronnie cooks and serves dinner to all the attending members of the local chapter of the Disabled American
Veterans before their monthly meeting.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank him for his outstanding and generous service to the
community, to veterans, and to needy children throughout the two -county area and beyond.

It is with great pride that we present to Ronnie Bowser the Marine Corps League Individual Meritorious

Commendation.

Buck Lee

Buck Lee is a World War Il veteran and along  -time
member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. He has served as
VFW Post 3893 Quartermaster, and Commander, in which
capacity he achieved All -State Post Honors. He also served as
the VFW District 19 Commander.

He organized numerous fund raisers for the VFW, enabling
the local Post to award tens -of-thousands of dollars in
schol arships. He ran the VFW,
Patriot Pen programs, promoting patriotism in our youth.

He is a member of several local veterans groups, and at-
tends every local and district organizational meeting that he
can. He is present at most events honoring Veterans,
including ceremonies, parades, and funerals. He also posts
U.S. flags downtown on the square, at the Nacogdoches
County Courthouse, and at his church on patriotic holidays,
and has done so for more than a generation.

Buck worked for over two decades as the Nacogdoches
County Veterands Service Offi
out East Texas with their Veterans Administration claims.

He also gave numerous talks to groups and individuals,
instructing them on their benefits.

He has never forgotten his fellow veterans or his love for
the Marine Corps. He became a charter member of the
Pineywoods Detachment when it was formed, and attends all

meetings and events that he can, health, weather, and hay Above, Buck Lee (right) receives the Distinguished
permitting. Citizen MedaBronze.
We honor Buck Leeds service to our Country, and hi

continuing service to our community and his fellow veterans by awarding him the Marine Corps League
DISTINGUISHED CITIZEN MEDAL - BRONZE.

oy




Page 7 PINEYWOODS POOPSHEET FALL 2009

Detachment Awards

Robert Austin Marshall

Many times those who go above and beyond what is asked of them do so in ways that serve a larger
audience than the one reached within the strictest definition of the programs of the Marine Corps League at
the detachment or even the department level. Robert Austin Marshall, a Life Member of the Marine Corps
League, is one for whom that is true.

Marshall joined the Marine Corps in August of 1958 after graduation from Valley High School, West Des
Moines, lowa.

After completion of his first tour, during which he served aboard the USS Princeton, Marshall reenlisted
and requested an aviation school. He completed Air Traffic Control School and received a Control Tower

Operatords certificate, then continued to Ground Copntrc
intricacies of landing aircraft using radar.
Marshall s duty stations include Atsugi, Japan, Minpdor

Ping Tung, Taiwan, Yokosuka, Japan, El Toro, California, Santa Anna, California, Yuma, Arizona, and Cherry
Point, North Carolina.

I nstructor duties incl ud&RaAdG ro, A da ndc htohoel ,A TPCh ados@G6 QWL uir s e
Instrument Procedures, at Naval Air Station Glynco, Brunswick, Georgia.

Marshall was designated Naval Air Crewman & Special Duty Observer in 1971, and in 1997, he was awarded
the Admiral Robert B. Pirie Trophy as the Naval Air Traffic Controller of the Year.

Marshall was transferred to the Fleet Marine Corps Reserve at the rank of Master Sergeant in 1980, after
twenty -two years of active service.

In 2003, Marshall began research for a history of Marine Corps Air Traffic Control operations during the
Vietnam War for the Marine Air Traffic Control Association.

In 2004, he self-published the first edition of A History of Marine ATC in Vietnam, 1962 -1975. The history
is filled with information about locations, units, and personnel. Updates are published annually as additional
stories and information becomes available.

For his years of dedicated service to the United States Marine Corps, Marine Air Traffic Control, and the
Marine Corps League, we are proud to award The Distinguished Service Medal 0 Bronze to Robert Austin
Marshall.

Phil Devlin

Phil Devlin is a charter member of the
Pineywoods Detachment of the Marine
Corps League. He has faithfully served as
Judge Advocate for several years, taking his
position seriously and always keeping the
best interests of the Detachment at heart.

Phil recently rewrote the Pineywoods
Detachments By -Laws. He spent hours
meticulously going over every detail, defining
the responsibilities of each officer, outlining
proper election procedures, and ensuring
that local By -Laws are in accordance with
National Marine Corps League standards.
Although his job keeps him on the road, Phil
regularly attends Detachment and District meetings, works at fund raisers, and continuously supports the
Detachment.

For his unswerving and tireless dedication to the United States Marine Corps, The Marine Corps League,
and the Pineywoods Detachment, it with great pleasure that the Marine Corps League INDIVIDUAL
MERITORIOUS COMMENDATION is presented to Philip J. Devlin.

Above, Phil Devlin and wife Cynthia attend the 2008 Marine Corps
Birthday Ball. Phil was wunabl e |to &




