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May Meeting:  

 21st at 7 pm  

April 2009  

Detachment Officers (front row, leftñright) Dennis Bradford, Senior Vice-Commandant; Will Lane, Adjutant; (back 

row, left-right) Jimmie Lee, Sergeant-at-Arms; Dan Singletary, Commandant; Rich Barnhart, Junior Vice-Commandant; 

Phil Devlin, Judge Advocate. Not pictured: Ken Rains, Chaplain; Rob Zurfluh, Paymaster. 

Commandant    Dan Singletary      dan.singletary@co.nacogdoches.tx.us 
 

Senior Vice Commandant  Dennis Bradford       padrebucky@yahoo.com  

Junior Vice Commandant   Rich Barnhart   Jarhead@PineywoodsMarines.org 

Judge Advocate    Phil Devlin       philip_devlin@msn.com 

Adjutant     Will Lane       ww_lane@yahoo.com 

Paymaster     Rob Zurfluh       xhm3z@yahoo.com 
Chaplain     Ken Rains       MCLDet1189@hotmail.com 

Sergeant -at -Arms    Jimmy Lee        leejamf@yahoo.com 

Junior Past Commandant   Roger Crone   rlcrone_49@juno.com 

 

2009ñ2010 Detachment Officers  

http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=dan.singletary%40co.nacogdoches.tx.us


 Join us at the 20th annual Texas Blueberry Festival, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.,  

Saturday, June 13, in historic downtown Nacogdoches.  
 

 Our Pineywoods Detachment will be manning a booth for the first time at the festival. We plan to 

give away miniature United States Flags, sell raffle tickets as a fund raiser, promote the Detachmentõs local 

Marine Corps Birthday Ball, and RECRUIT, RECRUIT, RECRUIT!  
 

 We will be meeting to set up our booth at 0600 that Saturday, and be ready to go by 0700. Tear 

down will begin promptly at 1600, as we have to be clear of the street by 1700. We are currently selling  

raffle tickets for a Magellan RoadMate 1412 GPSñ$1 a chance, or 6 chances for $5. We will draw for the  

winner at the end of the day (1600) at the Blueberry Festival.  

PINEYWOODS POOPSHEET© is a publication of  

PINEYWOODS DETACHMEN T 1189 MARINE CORPS LEAGUE .   

All rights reserved.   

ññññññññññññññññññññ 

Submission deadline is the 10th of each even-numbered month and  

may be mailed or e-mailed to: 
 

P. O. Box 633781  

Nacogdoches, Texas  75963 -3781 

Phone: 936-559-5571 

Email:  Jarhead@PineywoodsMarines.org  

Editor:   Rich Barnhart 
ññññññññññññññññññññ 

 

The Detachment also maintains a WEBSITE  at:  www.PineywoodsMarines.org  

The Author is unknown:  

   

òA veteran, whether active duty, retired, national guard, or reserve, is someone who, at one 

point in their life, wrote a blank check made payable to ôThe United States of America,õ for an 

amount ôup to and including my life.õ  That is honor, and there are way too many people in this 

country who no longer understand it.ó   
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District 2  
by Dennis Bradford  

 

Greetings from District 2 and the detachments of East Texas.  The District amazes me by its continued effi-

ciency and success, but then, these are Marines! 
 

I received word recently that Terrell Detachment will soon be awarded its charter.  Mike White and all the 

members are anxiously awaiting while the last-minute details are addressed at Department and National lev-

els.  Once that is accomplished they can take their place among their fellow detachments.  I will be there to 

witness the ceremony and will pass the word regarding where and when as soon as I know.  Hopefully you 

can join us. 
 

On 7 March 2009, it was my distinct pleasure to drop in on the fine folks of Texoma Detachment in Deni-

son.  Commandant Jerry Lover and his staff were hard at work tending to the Detachmentõs business.  Sev-

eral members received their Life Membership cards, and two new members were welcomed as well. 
 

Texomaõs members have been doing it right for more than ten years.  They built a fantastic facility north of 

Dallas.  On donated land west of Denison, they have constructed a building that is marvelous.  The accom-

modations include a kitchen, meeting room, and storage for the more than 40,000 toys that are collected and 

distributed for Toys For Tots during the Christmas season.  They also offer a òVictory Gardenó for the com-

munity, where anyone can plant their own veggies if there is no room at home.  I was also struck by the large 

number of non-Marine veterans who are Associate members of Texoma Detachment; they are also active 

and hold those offices available to them. 
 

It is a pleasure to have such talented and resourceful people carrying on the work of the Marine Corps 

League.  Keep up the good work!  Semper Fi! 

Below left, some of the fifty members, family members, and guests at the meeting. Below right, Commandant 

Jerry Lover and Adjutant Jacquie Stephens call the meeting to order.  
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Texas Veterans Land Board Briefing  

Stephen F.  Austin State University  

May 20 & 21, 2009 
 All veterans are invited to the Deep East Texas Contracting Opportunities Exposition. The primary 

purpose of the event is to allow small businesses to interact with the Stephen F. Austin State University Pur-

chasing Department. The mission of the Purchasing Department is to secure goods and services that repre-

sent the best value to the University, while promoting full and equal business opportunities for all businesses.  

SFA purchases goods and services on a best value basis. 

 

 There will also a free veterans benefits seminar:  

 Veterans Business Conference ñWednesday, May 20 at 1 p.m.  
 Hear vital issues to veteransñStay for after hours reception. 

 

 Texas Veterans Land Board Briefing ñWednesday, May 20 at 6 p.m.  

 

 Contracting Opportunities Exposition ñThursday, May 21 at 9 a.m.  

  
 For more information call Manny Guerrero at SFA 936-468-4529 or  Mike McReakenñTexas  

Veterans Land board at 713-383-2729. Stephen F. Austin State University, Baker Patillo Student Center, 2nd 

Floor, 1936 North St. (Hwy 59 Business), Nacogdoches, Texas. You can also visit www.texasveterans.com or 

call 1-800-252-VETS. 

Below, òChateau Texomaó in Denison, Texas, home of the Texoma Detachment 929 (see story, page 3). 

 

òCasualties many; Percentage of dead not known; Combat efficiency;  

we are winning.ó Colonel David M. Shoup, USMC, Tarawa, 21 November 1943.  
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 Private First Class Oscar Palmer Austin  (January 15, 1949-February 23, 1969) was a United States Marine who was  

posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor for heroism and sacrifice of his own life in Vietnam in February 1969. PFC Austin was 

born in Nacogdoches, the son of Frank and Mildred Austin. He graduated from Phoenix High School in 1967 and was inducted into 

the US Marine Corps at Phoenix, Arizona, on April 22, 1968. PFC Austin was an assistant machine gunner with Company E,  

Second Battalion, Seventh Marines, First Marine Division.   

 There is a monument honoring PFC Austin in front of Nacogdoches Memorial Hospital. There is also a U.S. Navy ship 

named in his honor, the USS Oscar Austin (DDG-79), an Arleigh Burke-class destroyer.  His mother, Mildred Austin, was the ma-

tron of honor at the commissioning. USS Oscar Austin's maiden deployment in late 2002 resulted in her participation in the  

opening strikes of Operation Iraqi Freedom. USS Oscar Austin deployed in September 2005, once again in support of Operation 

Iraqi Freedom. The ship returned from a successful deployment in March 2006. Currently, USS Oscar Austin is operating in  

DESRON 26.  

 Below is PFC Oscar P. Austinõs Medal of Honor citation: 
 

Local Veterans Memorials and Monuments:  
Medal of Honor Winner PFC Oscar P. Austin  

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while serving as an  

Assistant Machine Gunner with Company E, Second Battalion, Seventh Marines, First Marine Division in connection 

with operations against enemy forces in the Republic of Vietnam. During the early morning hours of 23 February 1969, 

Private First Class Austin's observation post was subjected to a fierce ground attack by a large North Vietnamese Army 

force supported by a heavy volume of hand grenades, satchel charges and small arms fire. Observing that one of his 

wounded companions had fallen unconscious in a position dangerously exposed to the hostile fire, Private First Class 

Austin unhesitatingly left the relative security of his fighting hole and, with complete disregard for his own safety, raced 

across the fire-swept terrain to assist the Marine to a covered location. As he neared the casualty, he observed an en-

emy grenade land nearby and, reacting instantly, leaped between the injured Marine and the lethal object,  

absorbing the effect of its detonation. As he ignored his painful injuries and turned to examine the wounded man, he 

saw a North Vietnamese Army soldier aiming a weapon at his unconscious companion. With full knowledge of the 

probable consequences and thinking only to protect the Marine, Private First Class Austin resolutely threw himself  

between the casualty and the hostile soldier and, in so doing, was mortally wounded. Private First Class Austin's  

indomitable courage, inspiring initiative and selfless devotion to duty upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps 

and the United States Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his country.  

 

Below left, monument honoring Medal of Honor recipient PFC Oscar P. Austin in front of Memorial Hospital, Nacogdoches, 

Texas. Below right, PFC Oscar P. Austin in Vietnam. 
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