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January Meeting:  

 15th at 7 pm  

December 2008  

Marine Corps Birthday Ball, November 8th  
   The Pineywoods Detachment held its annual Marine Corps Birthday Ball on November 8th, 

2008 at the Hotel Fredonia in Nacogdoches. The Ball was attended by over 70 Marines and 

their guests from 

throughout the East 

Texas area.  

(Continued on Page 2)  

The Author is unknown:  

   

òA veteran, whether 

active duty, retired, 

national guard, or re-

serve, is someone 

who, at one point in 

their life, wrote a 

blank check made pay-

able to ôThe United 

States of America,õ for 

an amount ôup to and 

including my life.õ  

That is honor, and 

there are way too 

many people in this 

country who no longer  

understand it.ó   
Pictured above left is òPearl Harbor Defenderó Sergeant Major and Mrs. Coyle. Above 

right is (l-r) Paymaster Rob Zurfluh, and Detachment Member and Bagpiper Rick Zurfluh.  
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The Detachment also maintains a WEBSITE  at:   

www.PineywoodsMarines.org  - Web Sergeant:  Rich Barnhart 

(Ball, Continued from Page 1)  The oldest Marine was Sergeant Major Strimple C. òJimó Coyle (88) of 

Hemphill, Texas. Coyle is a charter member of the Pineywoods Detachment, a World War II veteran and a 

òDefender of Pearl Harbor.ó The youngest Marine was Sergeant Jonathan Pigg (23), the U.S. Marine Corps 

recruiter in Nacogdoches. Pigg has served three tours of duty in Iraq and has participated in Tsunami cleanup 

operations. The Guest of Honor was Dr. Jerry Holbert, who is Vice President for Institutional Advancement 

at Austin College in Sherman, Texas. Earlier in his career, Holbert was recruited by the National Security 

Agency and served in the U.S. Navy as an Arabic linguist, and worked side-by-side with Marines. After the 

cake-cutting Holbert gave a spirited speech on the values of Marines and defined the two basic types of Ma-

rines ð òBig and Meanó and òSkinny and Mean.ó After his speech, Holbert was presented with a United States 

Flag that had been flown over the nationõs capital in his honor. 

   The official ceremonies were following by an evening of camaraderie and dancing until late into the night. 

Next yearõs Marine Corps Birthday Ball will be held at the Hotel Fredonia during the evening of Saturday No-

vember 7th, 2009. Watch the Detachment website ( www.PineywoodsMarines.org ) for more information.    

   There are also many additional Marine Corps Birthday Ball pictures available on the Detachment website. 

 

Below (left to right), Adjutant Will Lane, World War II veteran Buck Lee, and Mrs. Lee attend the Marine Corps Birthday Ball. 
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233rd Marine Corps Birthday Ball  

November 10th ñ Birthday of the United States Marine Corps, 

when we honor those who have gone before us.  

Above left, Youngest Marine Sgt Jonathan Pigg.   Above right, Peggy and Bob Burt.  
 

Above left, Cynthia and Phil Devlin (Judge Advocate) 

enjoy the Ball.  

 

Above right, Tribute to all Fallen Marines.  

 

Left, local U.S. Marine Corps Recruiters provide the 

Color Guard for the Birthday Ball Ceremony.  
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Detachment Awards  

Above, Detachment Charter Member Bran Hatten receives 
his Meritorious Life Membership in the Marine Corps 

League, presented by Commandant  Dan Singletary at the 
Detachment Marine Corps Birthday Ball, 8 November 2008.  

 

Bryan Hatten  

   Semper Fidelis is the motto of the United 
States Marine Corps.  It means "always   
faithful," and that describes Bryan Leroy  

Hatten with two Ts. 

   Hatten is a veteran of both World War Two 
and the Korean Conflict and has earned the 
right to limit his participation in the Piney-
woods Detachment, of which he is a charter 
member.  But that is not his way.  Despite his 
tender years, this "feisty old warhorse"  regu-
larly makes meetings, and is present at many 
of the Detachment's functions, often at his 
own peril.  He recently was released from the 
hospital to stand a post during the Piney 
Woods Fair, only to have to return to the hos-
pital as a result.  Such is the dedication of 

this Marine. 

   For his tireless dedication to the United 
States Marine Corps, the Department of 
Texas, and the Pineywoods Detachment, we 
are proud and honored to present to Bryan 

Leroy Hatten a Meritorious Life Membership. 

1st Sergeant John Mathews  
   Selflessness is the hallmark of Marine Corps 
service.  While serving in Iraq, Garrison native 

1stSgt John W. Mathews III contacted the 
Pineywoods Detachment to ask if we would 

like to have a flag flown over Camp Raines, 
Iraq.  1stSgt Mathews learned that the detach-

ment was delighted to receive such a gift.  
   In the relationship that followed 1stSgt 

Mathews not only sent a flag to the Marines of 
Pineywoods Detachment, but through his Ma-

rine contacts, he provided flags to five other 
veterans' organizations in Nacogdoches 
County.  Disabled American Veterans, Veter-

ans of Foreign Wars, American Legion, Viet-
nam Veterans of America, and the Purple 

Heart veterans all benefitted from his gener-
osity.  1stSgt Mathews also joined the Marine 

Corps League.  Now safely returned from Iraq 
and stationed at Camp Lejeune near Jacksonville, North Carolina, 1stSgt Mathews continues to communi-

cate with the local Marine group. In recognition of his selfless and dedicated service (Continued on Page 5)  

Above, Bob and Peggy Burt accept the Distinguished Service 

Medal on behalf of Peggyõs son, 1st Sergeant John Mathews, at 

the Detachment Marine Corps Birthday Ball.  

   During the Marine Corps Birthday Ball on November 8th 2008, Pineywoods Detach-

ment Commandant Dan Singletary presented awards to five Detachment members.  
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Detachment Awards  
(1st Sgt Mathews, Continued from Page 4)  to the United States of America, the Marine Corps, and the vet-

erans organizations in his East Texas home communities, we are proud to present the Marine Corps League 

Distinguished Service Medal ð Bronze to 1stSgt John W. Mathews III.  

Dennis Bradford  
   Dennis Bradford is a charter member of the Piney-
woods Detachment of the Marine Corps League.  He 

has served as Junior- and Senior -Vice Commandant, 
serves on numerous committees, and consistently takes 

on additional duties, always keeping the best interests of 
the Detachment at heart. He is the first member of the 

Pineywoods Detachment to accept duties at the Depart-
ment of Texas, and currently serves as the Vice Com-

mandant for District 2, which consists of eight detach-
ments and encompasses Angelina County northward to 

the Oklahoma state line, and from Dallas eastward to 
the Louisiana border.  
   Bradford also established, and serves as the editor of 

the  Pineywoods Poopsheet, the Detachmentõs newslet-
ter. Last summer at the state convention, the Detach-

ment  received a Department of Texas Meritorious Unit 
Citation for effort òabove and beyond,ó based largely 

upon Bradford's efforts.  
   Bradford always devotes himself to activities in which the Detachment participates, whether to man the 

booth everyday of the Pineywoods Fair, attend services honoring Marines, organize officer training, publish 
the Detachment newsletter, work tirelessly on the Marine Corps Birthday Ball, support the Veteranõs Day 

Parade, or attend the State Convention. He consistently supports the Detachment.  
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Bradford for his outstanding and generous service to the 

Pineywoods Detachment, the Department of Texas, the Marine Corps League, the United States Marine 
Corps, and the United States of America.  

   It is with great pride that we present to Dennis Bradford the Distinguished Service Medal - Bronze.  

Above, Senior -Vice Commandant (and District 2 

Vice Commandant) Dennis Bradford.  

Above, Adjutant Will Lane received the           

Meritorious Individual Commendation.  

Will Lane 
   The Pineywoods Detachment of the Marine Corps 
League is fortunate to have an exceptional Adjutant.  

A charter member, William W. Lane has fulfilled all the 
demands of that challenging position, providing consis-

tency and stability during the Detachment's first chaotic 
years. His quiet, efficient style and single -minded pur-

pose have ensured that the Detachment's essential re-
cords are kept and submitted, and the history of the or-

ganization preserved.  
   Lane participates in many other ways as well including 

physical support at events in which the Detachment is 
involved.  He is always at the Veterans Day Parades, 

helps display the flags at the County Court House  on 

patriotic days, is supportive of the Toys-For-Tots ef-
fort each year, (Continued on Page 6)  
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Detachment Awards  
(Will Lane, Continued from Page 5) and participates on various committees as needed. 

   For his exceptional service to the United States Marine Corps, the Marine Corps League, and the 
Pineywoods Detachment, the Meritorious Individual Commendation is hereby presented to William W. 

"Will" Lane. 

Rich Barnhart  
   "Dedication and commitment" best describe  
Richard M. Barnhart.  

   When approached to create a Pineywoods De-
tachment web page, although not at the time a 

member, Barnhart created and had the page up 
and running within two days.  He then joined the 

Marine Corps League.  
   Since he became a member, Barnhart has been 

the detachment's Web Sergeant.  Charged with 
maintaining the site, he updates and keeps accu-

rate all information, uploads recent photographs 
of Detachment activities, and continually refines 

the page design constantly looking for new and 
creative ways to showcase the Detachment      

mission.  He presented a training session to other 
detachment representatives at a Department of 
Texas District 2 conference where he generously 

shared his knowledge and experience.  When asked, he has created or helped several other local organiza-
tions launch their websites.  

  Recently, the Detachment explored the possibility of holding a charity golf tournament.  Barnhart visited 
several venders to determine the likelihood of corporate sponsorship and, at his own expense, traveled to 

most of the golf courses in East Texas seeking advice regarding organizing a tournament.  
   Barnhart represented the Detachment nearly every day of the Piney Woods Fair.  He recently spoke to a 

local chapter of Rotary International on behalf of all veterans' organizations including the Marine Corps 
League. 

   Barnhart is also the Detachment's Sergeant -at -Arms and Public Information Officer, and participates on 
several committees, writes for the Detachment newsletter, and, with his family, remains active in the    com-

munity.  
   For his unswerving and tireless dedication to the United States Marine Corps, The Marine Corps League, 

and the Pineywoods Detachment, it is with great pleasure that Detachment Marine of the Year  is presented 
to Richard M. "Rich" Barnhart.  

 

Above, Sergeant -At -Arms Rich Barnhart receives the    

Marine of the Year Award.  

Hometown Heroes  
   For the last several years here in Nacogdoches, the Stephen F. Austin State University Men's Lumberjack Basketball team 
has honored a local veteran at halftime. The veteran takes center court and the announcer reads his or her bio while every-

one stands and cheers and applauds. Many Pineywoods Detachment members have participated in the past, and two are par-
ticipating this season (Rich Barnhart in November & Dennis Bradford in January). There are additional dates available this 

season in January, February, and early March. U.S. Army Korean Conflict veteran C.W. (Bud) Nettles manages the program 
and can be reached at home at (936) 462-8519. If you choose to participate, please let Commandant Dan Singletary know 
ahead of time. When you are honored, you also get complementary tickets to the game so that you may bring friends & fam-

ily along. We encourage all Detachment members to participate and to spread the word about the program to other veter-
ans you know and to friends and neighbors who may have relatives who have served in the U.S. Armed Forces. 
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Detachment Awards  
   During November 2008, the Detach-
ment presented Gailon Fletcher (Major, 
USAF, Ret.) an Honorary Membership in 
the Pineywoods Detachment. Fletcher 
has assisted the Detachment with fund-
raising and catering on numerous            
occasions. He also participates in the       
Disabled American Veterans and the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars along with its 
honor degree, the Military Order of the 
Cootie. Gailon Fletcher displays those 
qualities that we value highly and we are 
grateful for our association with him. 
We are happy to have him as an honor-
ary member. His citation reads as fol-

lows: 

   Often, people outside the Marine 
Corps League have a dramatic impact 

on the success of its endeavors.  

   Gailon Fletcher is one such person. 
Fletcher is a retired Air Force officer 
who is active in the community's       
veterans' organizations including the 
Disabled American Veterans and the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars along with its 
honor degree, the Military Order of the 
Cootie.  He has held many offices in the 
VFW and Cooties, but he is involved in every aspect of the mission.  For the VFW he assists in weekly 

dances, district meetings, and when needed is an accomplished Bar-B-Que chef. 

   When the Pineywoods Detachment needed a fundraiser, Fletcher smoked more brisket than was needed.  
In 2007, when the Marine Corps Birthday Ball caterer cancelled at the last minute, he once again stepped 

in without hesitation and provided smoked brisket and ham, which helped make the evening a success. 

   For his unswerving dedication to the area's veterans and to the Pineywoods Detachment, we proudly    

present to Gailon Fletcher an Honorary Membership in the Marine Corps League. 

Gailon Fletcher, who is very active in local veterans activities and has 

assisted the Detachment on numerous occasions, is presented with 

an Honorary Membership in the Pineywoods Detachment. Pictured 

above (l -r) is Senior -Vice Commandant Dennis Bradford, Gailon 

Fletcher, and Detachment  Life Member and World War II Veteran 

Buck Lee.  

Marine Corps History  
  6 December 1928: A small detail of Marines under Captain Maurice G. Holmes defeated Nicaraguan bandits near Chuyelite. GySgt 
Charles Williams was mortally wounded during the fighting. Capt Holmes was later awarded the Navy Cross for gallantry, and a 
posthumous award was given to GySgt Williams. 

  7 December 1941: Japanese planes attacked the United States Naval Base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii Territory killing more than 2,300 
Americans. The U.S.S. Arizona was completely destroyed and the U.S.S. Oklahoma capsized. The attack sank three other ships and 
damaged many additional vessels. More than 180 aircraft were destroyed. 2,403 personnel killed, 1,177 on the USS Arizona alone. 
109 Marines were KIA, 72 of those Marines went down with the Arizona. 

  8 December 1941: Japanese aircraft attacked Wake Island within hours of the fateful attack on Pearl Harbor. Marines of the 1st 
Defense Battalion and Marine Fighting Squadron 211 resisted Japanese invasion attempts for over two weeks before finally suc-
cumbing to an overwhelming force. 

  19 December 1972: The Marine detachment of the USS TICONDEROGA provided shipboard security for three U.S. astronauts, 
Eugene Cernan, Ronald Evans, Harrison Schmitt, and their Apollo-17 space capsule. The astronauts had successfully completed a 
(then) record lunar stay of more than 75 hours. 
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