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January Meeting:  

 15th at 7 pm  

December 2008  

Marine Corps Birthday Ball, November 8th  
   The Pineywoods Detachment held its annual Marine Corps Birthday Ball on November 8th, 

2008 at the Hotel Fredonia in Nacogdoches. The Ball was attended by over 70 Marines and 

their guests from 

throughout the East 

Texas area.  

(Continued on Page 2)  
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òA veteran, whether 

active duty, retired, 

national guard, or re-

serve, is someone 

who, at one point in 

their life, wrote a 

blank check made pay-

able to ôThe United 

States of America,õ for 

an amount ôup to and 

including my life.õ  

That is honor, and 

there are way too 

many people in this 

country who no longer  

understand it.ó   
Pictured above left is òPearl Harbor Defenderó Sergeant Major and Mrs. Coyle. Above 

right is (l-r) Paymaster Rob Zurfluh, and Detachment Member and Bagpiper Rick Zurfluh.  
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(Ball, Continued from Page 1)  The oldest Marine was Sergeant Major Strimple C. òJimó Coyle (88) of 

Hemphill, Texas. Coyle is a charter member of the Pineywoods Detachment, a World War II veteran and a 

òDefender of Pearl Harbor.ó The youngest Marine was Sergeant Jonathan Pigg (23), the U.S. Marine Corps 

recruiter in Nacogdoches. Pigg has served three tours of duty in Iraq and has participated in Tsunami cleanup 

operations. The Guest of Honor was Dr. Jerry Holbert, who is Vice President for Institutional Advancement 

at Austin College in Sherman, Texas. Earlier in his career, Holbert was recruited by the National Security 

Agency and served in the U.S. Navy as an Arabic linguist, and worked side-by-side with Marines. After the 

cake-cutting Holbert gave a spirited speech on the values of Marines and defined the two basic types of Ma-

rines ð òBig and Meanó and òSkinny and Mean.ó After his speech, Holbert was presented with a United States 

Flag that had been flown over the nationõs capital in his honor. 

   The official ceremonies were following by an evening of camaraderie and dancing until late into the night. 

Next yearõs Marine Corps Birthday Ball will be held at the Hotel Fredonia during the evening of Saturday No-

vember 7th, 2009. Watch the Detachment website ( www.PineywoodsMarines.org ) for more information.    

   There are also many additional Marine Corps Birthday Ball pictures available on the Detachment website. 

 

Below (left to right), Adjutant Will Lane, World War II veteran Buck Lee, and Mrs. Lee attend the Marine Corps Birthday Ball. 
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233rd Marine Corps Birthday Ball  

November 10th ñ Birthday of the United States Marine Corps, 

when we honor those who have gone before us.  

Above left, Youngest Marine Sgt Jonathan Pigg.   Above right, Peggy and Bob Burt.  
 

Above left, Cynthia and Phil Devlin (Judge Advocate) 

enjoy the Ball.  

 

Above right, Tribute to all Fallen Marines.  

 

Left, local U.S. Marine Corps Recruiters provide the 

Color Guard for the Birthday Ball Ceremony.  
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